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February 28, 2022

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Saints Peter & Paul,

As all of you know we soon will be entering the Holy Season of the Great
Fast, February 28th, in anticipation of our Lord’s Resurrection, April 17th.  A lot 
has been happening and I feel like I have much to say to you but I will do my 
best to be relatively brief.

At the beginning of the year during one of my Sunday homilies, I 
mentioned that this year will be a very important year for our parish.  Because
of the COVID-19 Pandemic, parish life has been quite different for these last 
two years.  While we must continue to be diligent and cautious it is vital that 
we have a full experience of Lent in anticipation of our celebration of the 
Resurrection.  With this in mind, I encourage all of you to, in addition to your 
prayer and fasting and alms giving, to attend services during this holy time.  I 
would ask that you challenge yourself to do your best to attend church every 
Sunday and as many Lenten services as possible.  

With this in mind, I believe that while following all the safety protocols, 
we can celebrate all our Lenten services prayerfully and safely.  A brief 
reminder of the schedule:  in addition to our normal weekend schedules 
during the Great Fast, Ambridge will celebrate Presanctified Liturgy on the 
first Monday of the Great Fast at 6 P.M. (Feb. 28th), and every Wednesday 
during the Great Fast at 6 P.M.  We will also celebrate Stations of the Cross 
every Friday at 4 P.M.  SS. Peter & Paul in Aliquippa will celebrate 
Presanctified Liturgy/or Stations of the Cross every Friday at 4 P.M.  The Holy 
Week schedule, of course, will be different and will be published later.
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Concerning weekend schedules; between the 2 parishes there are 5 
weekend Liturgies.  During the last 2 months attendance has been fairly low.  
My estimate is only about 60% of the faithful have returned to Sunday 
churchgoing at this point.  It is quite possible to attend church, keeping all the 
precautions and social distancing, and remain safe.  Recently, attendance at 
the weekend Liturgies has been as follows:

Saturday at 4 in Aliquippa;  10-15
Saturday at 6 in Ambridge; 20-35
Sunday at 8 in Ambridge; 15-30
Sunday at 8:30 in Aliquippa; – 3-6
Sunday at 11 in Ambridge;  50-65

As you can see, most of the Liturgies are sparsely attended.  There would be, 
in my opinion, plenty of room to social distance at most of them.  Also in 
Ambridge, on most Tuesday & Thursday mornings, we will have the Typica 
service with Holy Eucharist at 10 A.M.  This service normally gets 4-6 people.

I strongly encourage all of you to attend services during Lent at either 
one of our two parishes, either during the week or especially on weekends.  I 
have missed seeing the entire parish very much.  I will write another letter 
before Easter to remind you of the Holy Week schedule and to inform you how
things have gone at our parish during the Great Fast.

Looking forward to praying with you soon,

Prayerfully,

Fr. Mike  


